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WCA SEEKING GT WESTSIDE PROJECT DELIVERABLES

Call for Submissions
Have you been involved in any initiative, course, project, research, mentoring, or other type of service that focuses on neighborhoods on the westside of Atlanta or issues that plague the westside? The WCA wants to hear from you. In the past semester alone, GT has had projects across the institution that concentrated their efforts in the Westside on topics such as brownfield revitalization, community mapping, designing and planning a multimodal transit boulevard, development of tools to track urban farm productivity, engaging high school students in bioengineering research, and several ongoing mentoring and tutoring programs. We request materials from any and all relevant GT projects whether faculty- or student-led, current or within the last two decades, in either digital or physical format. This includes reports, maps, posters, presentations, links to maintained websites, physical models of buildings and neighborhoods, photographs of community events, and much more.

Purpose of the Archive
The archive will act as a central repository for any and all GT work on the westside and will be available for community members, current faculty and students, and other higher-educational institutions to research and review. An archive has the capacity to serve multiple functions, it can:
· Become a portfolio of successful projects and an example of “best practices” of community engagement when conducting research in neighborhoods such as those found on the westside. 
· Prevent duplicated research efforts
· Prevent overburdening any one community as a research subject.
· Point to neighborhoods that are either oversaturated or lacking in institutional assistance or attention. 
· Aid in the visioning process of future project development.
Community members and leaders, government officials, local businesses, non-profit organizations, funders, and churches are examples of groups interested in the work that goes on within GT, especially when it involves or could potentially impact their neighborhood. Access to these projects fosters the ability to collaborate with students and faculty to implement, enhance, or continue the planning work, or connect them with additional resources or interested third parties. 
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What is the Westside Communities Alliance?
The Westside Communities Alliance is a communications network developed in 2011 by Georgia Tech’s Ivan Allen College of the Liberal Arts, the College of Architecture, and the Office of Government and Community Relations with community partners.  Over the past two years there has been a steady increase of on-campus interest to work with Westside communities and schools as well as community interest in partnering with Georgia Tech.  The Ivan Allen College of the Liberal Arts and the College of Architecture currently facilitate quarterly meetings, a listserv, and a Westside Communities Alliance website as the basis for this ongoing communications network with Westside neighbors and partner organizations. The Alliance aims to create cross-community connections among GT, other universities, neighborhood associations, businesses, City of Atlanta, Atlanta Fire Rescue, Atlanta Public Schools, direct service organizations, non-profits, and others. 

Contacts:  
Mackenzie Madden, Activities Coordinator: mmadden6@gatech.edu
Sheri Davis-Faulkner, Community Liaison: sheridf@iac.gatech.edu
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